UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY MAY 04, 2026

Mayor McDonald called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday May 04, 2026, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Jackson, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan, Dumas, Schill
Others Present: Chris Trupe, Ross Blair, Rhonda Fehr, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Motion by Horgan to approve the minutes of the April 6th regular meeting as read. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Motion by Jackson to approve the minutes of the April 17th recreation committee meeting as read. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Motion by Horgan to approve the minutes of the April 27th board of equalization meeting as read. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Public Comment: 
Chris Trupe Inquired as to who would have the authority to allow non-permanent decks to be constructed at campsites in Riverside Park. It was confirmed that the park board would have the authority to make that decision.   
Rhonda Fehr inquired about the process for having her property rezoned from residential to commercial use. The process for petitioning to do so was outlined by Mr. DuBois.

[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Jackson to approve the financial report. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
Frank LeTexier: Mr. LeTexier requested if the city would be open to selling lots in the industrial park for a potential mobile home park and if so a ballpark figure of what the sale price for lots would be. Mayor McDonald asked Mr. DuBois to research if lots can be sold for a purpose other than job development as the city acquired and developed these lots under a program to promote job development. 
Shawn Amundson: The City was asked if they would be willing to allow Mr. Amundson to empty his septic truck at the city lagoon. Motion by Schill to deny the request to allow emptying of a septic truck into the city lagoon. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
ND Tax Commission: The removal of the $50.00 cap as stated in ordinance 2026-01 will go into effect October 1, 2026.
ND Dept of Transportation: A request was made to confirm that a landowner would still have room to build storage units after a portion of land is deeded over to align the right-of-way to the walking path. This property is currently zoned for industrial use, and It was confirmed that there are no setbacks required for neighboring properties in an industrial zoned area. The owner would have to adhere to the setbacks of the Hwy 32 right-of-way. The council cannot make a prediction on approval of storage units on the property as no building permit for construction has been received for review. 
Committee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  Discussion on an angle broom attachment for the skid steer was revisited. Motion by Schill to purchase an angle broom attachment for the skid steer from Jonasson Rental for the amount of $5,850.00. Second by Kalis. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, no; Horgan, no; Dumas, yes; Schill, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed 4-2. Estimates for trailers to haul crack sealing equipment were tabled until the June meeting. Motion by Schill to hire Marcus Halldorson for summer help at $22.00 per hour. Second by Dumas. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Discussion was held on obtaining additional pricing for crack sealant. Motion by Schill to purchase 20 barrels of crack sealant from Team Lab if better pricing options are not available. Second by Carpenter. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Schill to approve the construction permit applications submitted by Heather Lafferty and Ross Blair. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. The building permit submitted by Deborah Houck cannot be approved until the shed is moved to an allowable location on the property. A quote from Ironhide Equipment for a gravely lawnmower was not reviewed at this time. Estimates for street repair due to the hydrant break at Central and 12th St were reviewed. Motion by Jackson to accept the estimate from RDB Construction in the amount of $4,800.00. Second by Schill. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. An update on sewer jetting was given with the project to start in the first part of May.
Police, Fire, and Traffic:  Motion by Horgan to give the proceeds of $2,252.50 from the sale of the fire dept van to the fire department. Second by Carpenter. Roll call: Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes; Jackson, no; Carpenter, no; Horgan, yes. Motion passed 4-2. Motion by Jackson to purchase one SCBA for the fire dept at a cost of $9,392.58. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Financial & Economic Development Corp:  Motion by Dumas to transfer $50,000.00 from City Sales Tax to the Highway Distribution Fund. Second by Horgan. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: Swimming pool account financials were reviewed. Motion by Jackson to accept the estimate from State Side Electric LLC for electrical work associated with swimming pool construction in the amount of $34,650.00, as well as the estimate from State Side Electric LLC for exterior area lighting at the swimming pool in the amount of $18,500.00. Second by Schill. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. An update was given on the bath house project with all grant reimbursement requests submitted to the state. Motion by Kalis to purchase builder’s risk insurance in the amount of $526.00 for bath house construction coverage. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Horgan to have one of the city works employees attend certified pool operator training October 14th and 15th in Fargo. Second by Kalis. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Dumas, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Motion by Kalis to approve all bills presented. Second by Jackson. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Jackson, yes; Kalis, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Schill, yes but abstaining from his bill. Motion passed.
Old Business:  
 
-Hay Bids: Bids for haying of the industrial park were reviewed with one bid being rejected as it was turned in after the posted deadline. Motion by Carpenter to accept the bid from Dennis Robinson for the amount of $18.00 per bale. Second by Schill. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

-Pharmacy Status: Spencer Clairmont has reached out to gauge the city’s interest in taking over the pharmacy building. Members of the council will continue to pursue connections on finding a pharmacist willing to open business in Walhalla. 

-Website Updates: The auditor detailed some of the requirements mandated for website ADA compliance in 2027.

 New Business:  Motion by Capenter to designate the Cavalier Chronicle as the city’s official newspaper. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Mayor McDonald will be setting the date for Arbor Day observance. The physical address of 101 Riverside Park Drive was assigned to the Walhalla Swimming Pool site.

Other Business: Complaints of potentially abandoned vehicles parked on city streets as well as a need for a policy in place regarding electric scooters were discussed. Motion by Jackson to have the first reading of Ordinance 2026-03 Relating To Motorized Scooters And Motorized Skateboards On City Streets. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Motion by Schill to adjourn. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:53 P.M.
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