UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY DECEMBER 01, 2025
Mayor McDonald called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday December 01, 2025, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Jackson, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan, Dumas
Absent: Schill
Others Present: Dean Helstrom, Christopher Trupe, Austin Dearinger, Justin Dearinger, Cheryl Trupe, Kathy Kopf, Jerry Gasparo, Neil Dame, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.
Motion by Dumas to approve the minutes of the November 3rd regular meeting as read. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Carpenter to approve the minutes of the November 10th special meeting with the amendment that granting payment in lieu of taxes be stated in dollar amounts: 
· Years 1-5 amended from 100% exempt to Payment to Political Subs of  $0.00
· Years 6-8 amended from 90% exempt to Payment to Political Subs of $1,467.57
· Years 9-10 amended from 75% exempt o Payment to Political Subs of $3,668.93
Second by Horgan. Roll Call Roll: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
Motion by Carpenter to authorize Karen Dumas and Raela Kalis to renew the maturing CD at the highest rate available. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Dumas to approve the financial report. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
Industrial Park: Frank LeTexier had inquired if the city would be open to selling lots in the industrial park for construction of cold storage units or a mobile home park. The auditor will contact Mr. LeTexier and ask him to prepare a proposal. 
Self Help: Notification was received that the Pembina County Commissioners have discontinued the Self-Help Program.
Committee Reports:
Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  
[bookmark: _Hlk210742731][bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Discussion held on lagoon deficiencies in cell #2. Dean Helstrom addressed the council on the process of having Bolton and Menk apply for a PAR grant to cover lagoon engineering and sewer televising expenses. Decision to move forward tabled until the next meeting.  Mr. DuBois will contact the NDDEQ for clarification on updating standards. Discussion held on garbage left at the landfill gate. It was decided that since the garbage was not dumped on city property the County should issue a citation.

Police, Fire, and Traffic:  Nothing.
Financial & Economic Development Corp:   Nothing. 

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: Clarification was given to the swimming pool fundraising committee that donation money would not be used in construction of the bathhouse portion of the project. The fundraising committee will adjust their goal from $2 million to $1.3 million dollars.

[bookmark: _Hlk202953606]Motion by Carpenter to approve all bills presented. Second by Jackson. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
Old Business:  
-DOT Speed Sign: A cost estimate was not available at this time. 

-Website Update: Motion by Jackson to approve the quote for $1,500.00 and move forward with updating the website. Second by Dumas. Roll call: Carpenter, yes; Kalis, yes; Jackson, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion passed.
-Tree Expenses: A review of qualified expenses will be completed to see if the $2.00 per capita requirement for 2025 can be met.  
-Tax Incentives: Motion by Carpenter to have placed on the ballot at the June election the question of whether or not the City shall have the approval of exemption of property tax for a yes or no vote. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
New Business:  
Water Expo: Motion by Carpenter to approve Chris Trupe’s attendance at the Annual Water Expo in Fargo. Second by Kalis. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Jackson, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion Passed.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215581323]Sales Tax Ordinance: Motion by Carpenter to begin the process for removing ordinance section 17.0102 stating no single transaction involving one or more items is subject to a tax in excess of $50.00. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
2023 Financial Review: Motion by Jackson to make a journal entry adjustment to the January 2023 general fund beginning balance in the amount of $11,705.06 per the recommendation of the state auditor’s office. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Letter of Support: Motion by Kalis for the City to write a letter in support of Countryside Boarding. Second by Jackson. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Floodplain Ordinance: The Department of Water Resources has mandated updating of floodplain ordinances. Mr. DuBois will present the updated ordinance at the January meeting. 

Insurance Updates: The auditor gave an explanation of updates needing to be made to the city’s insurance policies regarding covered equipment, fire dept equipment, airport hangar, firehall addition, and park storage shed. 

Other Business: Mr. DuBois informed the council that the cemetery has been listed as an heir of an estate, and he is acting as the contact person for this matter. 

Motion by Carpenter to adjourn. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:32 P.M.

John Rock McDonald____________________			Michael Cook __________________
Mayor								Auditor
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