UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2024
President Kalis called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City council to order at 7:15 P.M., Monday November 4, 2024 at City Hall. 

Council Present: Schill, Dumas, Carpenter, Jackson, Horgan, Kalis
Absent: Mayor McDonald
Others Present: Steve Gapp, Tanner Sehrt, Rebecca Davis, Kateri Schill, Dean Jackson, Jeff Amoth, Pauline Amoth, Christopher Trupe, Justin Dearinger, Austin Dearinger, Mr. Larry Dubois, Auditor Cook
Motion by Schill to approve minutes as read. Second by Carpenter. Ayes, all. Motion passed.
Christopher Trupe addressed the council as a newly appointed representative of the park board. Mr. Trupe expressed concerns of visible dike erosion in the city park which could lead to a greater chance of flooding. He asked if a possible cost-share plan between the city and park board would be possible to improve the dike. Mr. Carpenter stated that he is under the impression that the park is designated as a floodplain and any dike construction may involve a downstream environmental survey. Discussion was held on determining fund availability from both entities for cost-share on involving Fischer Engineering as well as pursuing information on state environmental regulations.
Motion by Schill to approve the financial report. Second by Dumas. Ayes, all. Motion passed.
Communications: Mr. Dubois provided clarification on the proper steps in pursuing legal action for persons found dumping household garbage at the landfill, as well as the significance of keeping these materials out of the landfill to avoid loss of the city’s inert landfill permit.
Robert Tetrault had contacted the auditor about dissolving the well lease the city holds with Tetrault Trust. The council will contact Mr. Tetrault to set up a meeting to discuss the reasoning for ending the contract.
Koda Insurance contacted the city to inform that the insurance on the now demolished hangar has been removed and that a new premium will be issued upon completion of the new hangar.
Crystal Belanus had contacted the auditor about offering samples of wine and other cocktails at the “Winter Wonderland” event at the legion. Motion by Horgan to approve a special event license for Cheers 2 Beers contingent on the area that samples are being provided is segregated from minors, all samples are consumed on site, and proof of insurance is supplied with application. Second by Schill. Ayes all. Motion passed. 
Motion by Dumas to table a Complaint from Crystal Anderson regarding a Facebook comment made by Steve Gapp until applicable committee members can review the complaint. Second by Schill. Ayes, All. Motion passed.
Map submitted by Kelly Gratton regarding his complaint of junk on property reviewed. It was confirmed that the junk on this property has been removed.
Motion by Dumas to set up an interview with Kelly Gratton regarding his application for part-time city works help. Second by Carpenter. Ayes, all. Motion passed.
Letter regarding alcoholic beverages at an upcoming event at Blu Soul Design reviewed. It was noted that this item will be taken care of in new business.

Committee Reports:
Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  Discussion was held on progress of landfill permit application and potential for purchasing adjacent land. Mr. Schill informed the council that new dumpsters can be purchased from Roughrider Industries for approximately the same cost it would be for him to repair the old ones. Motion by Carpenter to approve a one-time purchase of 4 -1yard dumpsters and 1 – 6yard dumpster. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Jackson, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion Passed.
Police, Fire, and Traffic:  Motion by Schill for Chris Jackson to make a formal request to the lieutenant in charge of the Grand Forks District of Highway Patrol to petition them for time patrolling within the city limits of Walhalla. Second by Carpenter. Ayes, all. Motion passed.
Financial & Economic Development Corp: Discussion on availability of energy efficiency community block grant program.
Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: Discussion on property improvements made by Mark White. Motion by Dumas to remove the property at 1104 Central avenue from condemned status. Second by Horgan. Ayes, all. Motion passed. 
Discussion was held on progress report submitted for the pool bath house grant. Horgan stated there was an area on the report for stating if an entity is in a position to ask for an extension. The committee will be working on an updated cost for bathhouse project. Discussion was held on funding sources for new pool construction with an estimated cost of 2.5-2.6 million dollars. 
Board of Health Committee meeting discussed. Board will provide Mr. Dubois with details of properties in violation of Ordinance 2024-2. Mr. Dubois will then issue a letter of official notice. 

Motion by Carpenter to approve all bills presented. Second by Schill. Roll Call: Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Schill, yes; Jackson, yes; Dumas, yes. Motion Passed.
Old Business: Discussion held on agreement presented to Mr. Sehrt regarding property in the industrial park. Mr. Sehrt stated he will present the council with more detailed plans before moving forward.  
The newly formed employee committee has not met yet but plan to do so prior to the Dec. meeting.  
Lagoon project completion was discussed. 
Landfill winter hours discussed. This will be revisited upon potential hiring of part-time city works help.

New Business: Verizon police accounts discussed. Auditor will look into who authorized the GPS accounts. As well as gaining online access to regular Verizon account. 
Motion by Schill to approve the transfer of Jackson’s Bar liquor license to Blu Soul Design on November 8th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. for the purpose of catering an open house. Second by Dumas. Ayes, all with Jackson abstaining. 

Other Business: Mr. Schill suggested the pump and motor from the pool should be stored at the city shop. Decision tabled until next month.

Motion by Carpenter to adjourn. Second by Schill. Ayes, all. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 9:05 P.M.
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