City of Walhalla
Board of Equalization Meeting of

Tuesday April 18, 2023
Mayor McDonald called the Board of Equalization meeting to order at 7:00 P.M., Tuesday April 18, 2023 at City Hall. 
Council Present: Raela Kalis, Leeroy Carpenter, LaRae Horgan, Chris Jackson, Karen Dumas and Larry Schill
Others Present:  Zelda Hartje, Rebecca Davis, Christopher Belanus, Michael Belanus  
Zelda Hartje, City Assessor, presented the Council with her equalization reports and explained the new Vanguard manual which was to be used for determining values.  She stated this new method has changed the depreciation values quite a bit and also values basements much higher now.  She stated home inspections and photos of property are expected by the County Tax Office now.  Mrs. Hartje reported that all residential property was raised 5% in 2022 by the County Commission.  Mrs. Hartje also reported that all commercial property was raised 5% by the County Commission.  She reported 18 residential property sales and 13 commercial property sales in 2022.
Mrs. Hartje verified with the auditor that she had dropped her assessment book off at city hall two weeks prior to the meeting.  

Mr. Jackson had a question on depreciation and Mrs. Hartje discussed how it works in her new assessment manual she uses.  Bins were also discussed.  They are valued the same whether on cement or not.

Christopher Belanus addressed Mrs. Hartje on a commercial property he owns and how she came to the assessed value for 2023.  Mrs. Hartje explained it was based on square footage and depreciation.  

Ms. Davis asked a question regarding the surveys sent out by Mrs. Hartje.  Mrs. Hartje stated she didn’t send one to her because it was already on file.  

Motion by Mrs. Dumas to accept all work done and entered in the books by Zelda Hartje. Second by Mrs. Kalis.  Ayes, all.  Motion passed.
Motion by Mr. Jackson to adjourn the meeting, second by Mr. Horgan.  Ayes, all.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.
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